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Topic 1: Biodiversity including Agriculture and Food Security

Title: EU-LAC Cooperation: Challenges, opportunities and projections in food security

Why is this area relevant and which societal challenges does it address?

Food security is a priority issue on the current international agenda. Based on the report "The State of
Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2023"%. the number of hungry people in the world increased
to 828 million in 2021, to cover 9.8% of the world's population. The November 2023 Global Food
Security Forum in London highlighted that "(...) Climate change, conflict and population growth pose
increasing challenges to food supply.". According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
almost 30% of the world's population (2,356.9 million people) live in food insecure conditions and the
United Nations projects that going forward almost 670 million people (8% of the world's population)
will still be hungry in 20302

This call focuses on strengthening cooperation between the European Union (EU) and Latin America
and the Caribbean (LAC) to address the challenges of food security. What are the main triggers of the
global food crisis and recent trends of food insecurity? The main triggers are persistent international
conflicts, climate change, biodiversity loss, post-pandemic COVID-19 effects, economic and political
crises, high cost of food, energy and fertilizers, factors that lead to growing inequalities and
asymmetries in access to food>. This context, as indicated in the Declaration of the Leaders' Summit
on World Food Security 2022, has disrupted production and supply chains and has drastically increased
global food insecurity, particularly for the most vulnerable*, being a fundamental social challenge. This
call focuses on this challenge framed in contributing to a dynamic and agile cooperation bridge
between the EU and LAC.

LAC is a major global food supplier, exporting 40% of its food production and accounting for 17% of
total world food exports. But several countries in the region are also importers. In addition, inequality
in access to food, the effects of climate change, rural poverty, loss of agricultural biodiversity and food
inflation persist, among other challenges to food security in LAC. In the European Union (EU), food
supply is not at risk, but the European agricultural industry depends on imports of essential products
such as fertilizers, and in an increasingly challenging and uncertain context such as the war in Ukraine.
The key objective of this call is to contribute to strengthening cooperation in food security between
the EU and LAC

Added value gained from EU-LAC cooperation for both regions

The EU-CELAC Summit Declaration of July 2023 recognized food security as one of the challenges that
has been aggravated by the effects of the war in Ukraine and proposed improving cooperation and
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coordination in multilateral forums. Cooperation between the EU and LAC has made significant
progress: it has promoted the adoption of sustainable agricultural practices; agricultural research and
technology has been strengthened; and inclusive rural development has been supported. It has also
contributed to improving food availability, food quality and the resilience of rural communities in LAC®.

This call focuses on strengthening and giving greater dynamism to the cooperation and promotion of
joint strategies between the EU and LAC to address the complexities of food security challenges.

Some initiatives that can help add value to bi-regional dialogue and cooperation are®:

e Cooperation in research and development: Promote collaboration in joint research and
development projects between universities and research centres in both regions to stimulate
research on topics such as: sustainable food production methods, innovative agricultural
technologies, among others.

e Establish platforms for dialogue: Create formal and informal platforms where different actors
from the EU and LAC can address food security challenges through meetings and exchanges
that foster collaboration between governments at different levels together with actors from
the private sector and civil society in search of solutions.

o Sharing knowledge and experiences: Promote exchange programs, technical visits and
internships so that food safety experts from the EU and LAC can learn together and implement
multilevel training for different actors in the food production chain.

e Support local initiatives: Strengthen local initiatives that address specific food security issues
and replicate successful programs such as "Al-Invest 5.0".

o Develop joint policies: Promote joint food security policies between the EU and LAC to
enhance the increase of sustainable food production, fertilizer production and other
measures.

e Encourage investment in advanced agricultural technology: Investing in digitization and
modern agricultural technology in LAC to have more efficient irrigation systems or better post-
harvest management to reduce food loss and support increased production to meet the
growing demand of the population in a sustainable way, brings benefits for both regions.

e Encourage sustainable trade: Create an enabling environment for fair trade by promoting the
transition to sustainable agriculture, access to a variety of nutritious foods, and include the
challenge of food security in future trade agreements between the EU and LAC.

Expected impact for both regions

In the EU-CELAC 2023 Summit Declaration, mention was made of the relevance of joint cooperation
"(...) to address the many crises and multiple challenges of our time, such as food insecurity, poverty,
inequalities in both regions, disruptions in supply chains and rising inflation." (Council of the European
Union, 2023). This call aims to promote cooperation between the EU and LAC essential to address food
security challenges and promote sustainable development.

Through this call, several specific impacts are pursued through the development of research activities
with the participation of experts and policy makers, focused on:

e Contribute to rethinking more resilient and efficient food systems as a priority for the EU-LAC
cooperation bridge.
e Develop mechanisms that promote resilience to effectively address future food crises and their
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impact in both regions, stimulating agile and action-oriented cooperation.

Promote the analysis of future perspectives of bi-regional cooperation in the field of food
security. Considering: the transition towards more sustainable food systems, agricultural
digitalization and the promotion of fair and sustainable trade as opportunities for the
development of stronger bi-regional cooperation.

Additional information: strategic, tactical and operational topics

A key international challenge for the present and future is to ensure that agri-food systems transform
and become more resilient, in order to achieve the goal of providing food at a lower cost, affordable
for all and in a sustainable manner. This challenge is also related to the need to reduce inequality gaps
and asymmetries, and to this end this call aims to contribute to strengthening cooperation systems
between the EU and LAC to address the challenges of food security.

While there are relevant achievements and benefits through EU-LAC bi-regional cooperation on food
security, there are also challenges that can be addressed to strengthen it further. Below are some
strategic issues and possible projections that are considered in this call’:

Climate change and environmental disasters are a continuous and pressing challenge to food
security, therefore adaptation to climate change must be a priority in EU-LAC cooperation to
ensure long-term sustainable food security.

Pandemics and health crises such as COVID-19 highlight the importance of resilience of food
systems. EU-LAC cooperation can strengthen response capacity and support a steady food
supply in emergency situations with resilience mechanisms to effectively cope with future food
crises.

Inequality and equitable access to food, a persistent problem in LAC. And cooperation with the
EU can focus on promoting policies and programs that ensure more equitable access to
nutritious food, to reduce the inequality gap in access to food and improve the situation of the
most vulnerable groups.

Conflicts such as the war in Ukraine have a significant impact on food security with an
asymmetric repercussion on fluctuations in food prices and supply chains in a highly
interconnected global food market. Cooperation between the EU and LAC to address these
scenarios is therefore essential.

Transition to sustainable food systems is another key challenge. EU-LAC cooperation can make
progress in promoting organic farming, sustainable management of natural resources and
reducing food wastage. An approach is needed that promotes sustainable agricultural
practices and more environmentally friendly production and distribution systems.
Digitalization and agricultural technology offer opportunities to improve productivity and
efficiency in the agricultural sector. Bi-regional cooperation can encourage the adoption of
digital technologies, such as precision agriculture and food traceability.

In summary, this call focuses on contributing to strengthening cooperation on food security between
the EU and LAC. It faces continuing challenges, but also offers opportunities to jointly address these
problems and develop innovative solutions. Cooperation and adaptation to changing circumstances
will be key to achieving sustainable food security that generates benefits for both regions.
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